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Oaklawn’s Got TalentOaklawn’s Got Talent



A word from the director
Hello! 

We’re very excited to launch a new event in May – the first Oaklawn’s Got Talent! It’s 
been two years since we were able to gather, but we’re cautiously optimistic that things 
will stabilize this spring, and we look forward to celebrating the good work Oaklawn 
does with your support! Save the date for Friday, May 20, at 7 p.m. at the Lerner 
Theatre. Learn more about our four finalists on Pages 2 and 3. Check out the enclosed 
sponsorship brochure to support the event and Oaklawn programs and services.  

We’re also excited to share a few new initiatives making a difference in our 
community, with support from the Oaklawn Foundation. 

• The Elkhart County Child Dashboard, the first of its kind in Indiana, is leveraging 
public and private data to identify trends in child wellbeing and drive action to 
address areas of concern. The Dashboard holds tremendous potential to shape 
funding priorities in the county, based on real-time data, and the Foundation has 
already begun supporting this work through mini-grants. Read more about the 
details of this project on Page 2. 

• Thanks to our generous donors, Oaklawn has expanded its Camp Mariposa 
program to include six overnight teen camps throughout the year. This free 
camp serves youth whose lives have been impacted by a loved one’s addiction. 
Previously, youth aged out of the program at 12, but can now access this positive 
support system through age 17!

• The Foundation also fully funded a new adult program called Cognitive              
Enhancement Therapy (CET) that will serve seriously mentally ill adults starting 
this summer. While medications are effective at treating illness, they generally 
don’t improve cognition, a major contributing factor to disability among adults 
with serious mental illness. CET aims to improve cognitive function and support  
a more complete recovery. 

These are just a few of the new developments that have taken shape over the past 
few months, and we’re so grateful for continued support from donors like you. With 
your help, we can keep pressing forward to meet our community’s mental health and 
substance use treatment needs. 

Thank you!

Kari Tarman
Executive Director
Oaklawn Foundation

Mission: 
With uncommon expertise in 
mental health and addiction
services, Oaklawn joins with 
individuals, families and our 
community on the journey toward 
health and wholeness.

Vision: 
To help people live in harmony with 
self, others and God, through healing 
and growth of the whole person.

Values: 
As a faith-based organization, the 
people of Oaklawn are committed to: 
 - Compassion
 - Integrity
 - Human dignity
 - Professional expertise
 - Community partnerships
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On the cover: Members of Epic Dance Company Maria Pachano, Libby Kavanaugh and 
Kaylee Buss; singer-songwriter Abbie Thomas, illusionist Kevin Long and singer-songwriters 
Marcus Clingaman and Marketo Michel. Inside: Special thanks to Hotel Elkhart for the use 
of their ballroom. 
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A new initiative in Elkhart County may be 
the key to improving children’s wellbeing. 

The Elkhart County Child Dashboard – a 
first in the state of Indiana – is using 
public and private data to track indicators 
of child wellness, from well child exams 
and literacy rates to ER visits and foster 
care placements. The dashboard is 
coordinated by The SOURCE, Elkhart 
County’s system of care, and gives local 
leaders and decision-makers a quarterly 
snapshot of how each indicator is 
trending so they can respond in real time 
to address areas of concern. 

Thanks to funding from the Community 
Foundation of Elkhart County, the 
Oaklawn Foundation and Bashor 
Children’s Home, 17 mini-grants of up 
to $2,000 each have been awarded to 
dashboard partners for projects related to 
specific indicators. 

“We were thrilled to see the energy 
and innovation of community groups, 
responding to the dashboard data 
with new ideas,” said Rebecca Shetler 
Fast, director of The SOURCE, hosted 
at Oaklawn. “In a time with a lot of 
challenges, that ability to come up with 
ideas and respond quickly has been 
remarkable.”

This kind of data-driven action holds a lot 
of promise for determining how to invest 
in the community, said Kari Tarman, 
executive director of the Oaklawn 
Foundation. 

“As we move forward as a Foundation, 
the dashboard has the potential to help 
us identify where gaps exist and where 
more funding is needed to support 
crucial children’s mental health work,” 
Tarman said. She said it also highlights 
the importance of The SOURCE itself. 

The SOURCE is a coordinated network 
of community partners, formal and 
informal, who provide services and 
supports for youth who have or are at risk 
for mental health concerns. The SOURCE 
was awarded a prestigious $5 million 
SAMHSA grant in 2017, and a second, 
$4 million SAMHSA grant in 2021. It 
also receives significant support from 
the Community Foundation of Elkhart 
County and other donors – and that’s 
where its long-term sustainability lies, 
Tarman said – community support. 

Operationally, organizations in Elkhart 
County are actively engaged with The 
SOURCE. The level of collaboration in 
Elkhart County is one of the reasons the 
dashboard works, Shetler Fast said. And 
The SOURCE has been the birthplace for 
ideas that are making a difference, such 
as Partnership for Children, which serves 
local youth agencies, and early mental 
health consultations at childcare centers. 
It’s also been an instrumental partner in 

initiatives around juvenile justice, child 
abuse prevention and health disparities 
affecting minority communities. 

“While Oaklawn operates mostly in the 
intervention stage of mental health 
and substance use through inpatient, 
outpatient and residential programs, 
it’s important that we go upstream and 
focus on prevention as well,” Tarman 
said. “That’s why it’s important that we 
host the systems of care in both counties.  
System of care looks at the prevention 
services that are needed in our areas and 
bring together community partners to 
discuss and problem solve how we can 
best serve our youth outside of Oaklawn’s 
traditional programs.”

She said  as the community mental 
health center, it’s important that 
Oaklawn focuses on the full spectrum of 
mental health care, from prevention to 
intervention to crisis services. “And,” she 
said, “we are proud to do it.” 

A word from the director
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Child Dashboard bolsters child wellbeing, 
could shape funding priorities in Elkhart County

The Elkhart County Child Dashboard held its first quarterly partners 
meeting in September. Members discussed data trends, brainstormed 
ideas to address specific needs and were invited to apply for mini-grants 
of up to $2,000. ABOVE: Partners vote on which ideas they think would 
make the most impact. 
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Good mental health involves more than you think. It may 
mean seeing a therapist, attending a group or taking a 
prescription. But it also means strong community, good 

friends and healthy forms of expression. This year, Oaklawn’s 
spring fundraiser will embrace all of that while engaging our 
community in something fun and new. After a two-year Covid 
hiatus, Oaklawn is pleased to introduce: Oaklawn’s Got Talent!

“We really wanted to feature some of the amazing talent right 
here in our community while having fun and raising funds for 
mental health and substance use services,” said Kari Tarman, 
executive director of the Oaklawn Foundation. 

Oaklawn’s 
Got Talent
>>  New spring fundraiser celebrates 
community, healthy expression

Singer-Songwriters Marcus & Marketo
Marketo Michel had a dream. Literally. “I had a dream that I was in 
my church and singing and practicing with these musicians, and I 
opened my eyes and the church was full of people soaking in the 
sound and soaking in the presence of the Lord,” she said. 

It inspired her to put out a call on Craigslist to see if any musicians 
in the area were interested in starting an extended time of deep 
worship. Marcus Clingaman responded. 

“We had no plan,” said Clingaman. “But the purpose was just an 
open place to worship.” 

The duo played together for months before they realized they were 
both combat veterans and both faced mental health issues from 
their deployments – which has inspired some of their original music.  

“The songs are just like a very brief testimony,” Clingaman added. “It 
does, can and will get better.” 

Illusionist Kevin Long
Kevin Long was always fascinated by magic. His uncle used to make 
dollars disappear or coins magically spring from his ears. It was an 
interest he kept coming back to – at 11 when his parents got him his 
first magic kit; in the Marines when a guy in his platoon showed him 
a trick, and in 1999 when the economy was slow and he was looking 
for something new. 

“I really wasn’t looking to be a magician,” he said. “I started as a 
clown. I needed a niche, magic was it.” 

More than 20 years later, he’s accomplished a lot, and he pushes 
himself to do something bigger and better every year. He’s 
performed on tour with worship groups, at pro wrestling events and 
even traveled internationally sharing his love of magic – a kind of 
universal language. 

“People are fascinated by it. I’m still fascinated by it,” he said. “It’s 
that moment of mystery, that moment of joy. The biggest thing is it 
creates a connection.”
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7 p.m. Friday, May 20, at the Lerner Theatre

Tickets: $10 each, available from the Lerner box office, 
410 S. Main St., Elkhart, (574) 293-4469 or at 
thelerner.com

Sponsorship info is available at www.oaklawn.org/ogt 
and a sponsorship brochure is included in this mailing. 
Have questions? Contact Kari Tarman, (574) 533-1234, 
ext. 2066, or kari.tarman@oaklawn.org 

Oaklawn’s Got Talent

Singer-Songwriter Abbie Thomas
Abbie Thomas’ life took an unexpected turn in 2020. When she was 
seven months pregnant with her daughter, she lost her job due to 
Covid and had to sell her house. In the aftermath, she decided to 
pursue music full time. It was a surprising move for another reason, 
too: Just two years earlier, Thomas wouldn’t perform in front of 
others because of stage-fright, and no one knew she wrote songs. 

While she’s getting more comfortable with performing, she’s a 
songwriter at heart. Her first album, Who I Am, includes 13 songs 
“that were never intended to be heard by other people,” she said. 

That’s part of why they connect with audiences, she said. 

“Music often got me out of my dark place, and my biggest hope 
is that it can help other people, too,” she said. “Even if it just helps 
them to know that they’re not alone, if that’s all they get out of it, I 
feel like I did my job.”

Epic Dance Studios
For Stephanie Pairitz, dance is about so much more than dance 
itself – and that’s the philosophy that guides her as executive 
director of Epic Dance Studios. She started Epic five years ago, 
inspired by a program she ran at a local high school that empowered 
at-risk students to reach for greater achievements in all aspects of 
their lives. 

Today, the studio makes that same experience available to hundreds 
of dancers of all ages – helping them embrace and express 
themselves through this creative outlet. They also empower their 
students to give back to the community through partnering with 
local nonprofits to offer dance programming for even more youth. 
In the end, that’s what Epic is really all about. 

“They’ll dance for a certain portion of their life,” Pairitz said of her 
students. “But they’ll be human for all of it. We want to make sure 
they have the tools for the journey.” 

The contest actually began in the fall – acts of all kinds with any 
member living in Elkhart or St. Joseph counties were eligible to apply 
to audition. On November 14, nearly 30 acts performed at the Lerner 
in front of three judges: Tarman, Craig Gibson, Executive Artistic 
Director of Premier Arts, and Sarah Rice, Corporate and Community 
Impact Specialist at Lippert. They narrowed it down to four finalists, 
who each bring something unique. In May, the audience will vote to 
determine who wins, and each act leaves with a cash prize: 4th place, 
$500; 3rd place, $1,000; 2nd place, $2,500 and 1st place, $4,000. 

Read on to meet our finalists and plan to attend in May and cast your 
vote for your favorite act!



www.oaklawnjobs.org

Life-changersLife-changers

NOW HIRING

Future-buildersFuture-builders

Spirit-liftersSpirit-lifters Hope-makersHope-makers

Open positions in direct care, case
management, nursing and more.


